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TRADEMARK REGISTRATION – TIMELINE AND COSTS

CONCEPTION DATE OF 

TRADEMARK

You may immediately begin asserting 

common law trademark rights by 

placing a superscript TM next to your 

mark on all products, packaging or 

advertising materials

CONDUCT COMPREHENSIVE 

TRADEMARK SEARCH

(from $2,000)

While this is an optional step, it is 

typically recommended as it provides a 

good predictor on the chances of both 

registering and using the trademark

NOTE: You must continue to use the superscript 

TM throughout the federal trademark application 

process, and can only begin using the ® symbol 

after you receive a federal trademark registration.

FILE FEDERAL 

APPLICATION BASED ON 

ACTUAL USE IN 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE 

OR

INTENDED USE

($800 + filing fees)

NOTE: While there is no time limit to file for 

foreign trademark protection, if you file within 6 

months from your U.S. filing date, your foreign 

applications will be able to claim priority to that 

U.S. filing date.

FILE FOREIGN 

APPLICATIONS

(costs vary)

FOREIGN TRADEMARKS 

GRANTED

(costs vary)

Pay issuance and maintenance 

fees, which vary among countries

FEDERAL TRADEMARK 

REGISTRATION GRANTED

You may now use the ® symbol 

next to your mark instead of TM

SUBMIT AFFIDAVITS OF 

CONTINUED USE AND RENEWALS

(costs vary)

Due by the 6th anniversary,

then every 10th anniversary

(measured from registration date)

APPLICATION 

PUBLISHED FOR 

OPPOSITION

RECEIVE AND RESPOND 

TO OFFICE ACTION

($300 - $2,500)

1 – 2 weeks 1 – 3 days

Optional, but preferably 

within 6 months

30 days

6 – 7 months

IMPORTANT: The above timeline is a simplification of the federal trademark process. Your own federal trademark pursuit may differ depending on a 

number of factors. Please contact us to discuss your specific case. Additionally, all dollar amounts are approximate and are not guaranteed to be 

current. Trademark laws change frequently in every country. As such, new fees and policies may be in effect when you are going through this process.

APPLICATION 

ALLOWED

SUBMIT STATEMENT 

OF USE

($500 + $150 per Class)

Where application is based 

on intended use

REQUEST 6-MONTH 

EXTENSION OF TIME

($300 + $125 per Class)

May request up to 5 times

Where no actual use in 

interstate commerce yet
6 months

6 months

3 – 5 weeks

3 – 5 weeks

RECEIVE NOTICE 

OF ALLOWANCE

6 months

3 – 6 months
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