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UTILITY PATENT — TIMELINE AND COSTS

CONCEPTION DATE OF
INVENTION

Be sure to record any detailed
sketches or descriptions in a
bound notebook, preferably with
witnesses sworn to secrecy

A

CONDUCT PATENT SEARCH
(from $1,500)

While this is an optional step, it
is typically recommended as it
provides both a good predictor
on the chances of obtaining a
patent as well as a strategy on
how broadly or narrowly to draft
the associated patent
application on your invention

NOTE: If you publicly disclose your
invention before filing your U.S. utility patent |
application, then you have 1 year to file your !

U.S. application, and you lose the ability to
pursue most foreign utility patent protection.

> APPLICATION

2 -4 weeks

FILE U.S. PROVISIONAL

OR

(from $3,000 + filing fees)

Within
1 year

A |

2 — 3 weeks

FILE U.S. NON-PROVISIONAL
APPLICATION
(from $5,000 + filing fees)

NOTE: If you publicly disclose your invention after filing
your U.S. utility patent application, then you have 1 year

from the U.S. filing date to file a PCT application, followed
by an additional 18/19 months to file foreign patent

applications.

Optional, but
within 1 year

Optional, but
within 1 year

1-3years

FOREIGN PATENTS GRANTED
(costs vary)

FILE FOREIGN

Within 30/31 monthsfrom
earliest U.S. filing date

FILE PCT APPLICATION
(from $1,000 + filing fees)

APPLICATIONS
(costs vary) Pay issuance and maintenance

fees, which vary among countries

A 4 | 3-6months

4 — 6 weeks

NOTE: Because the U.S. is on a “first-inventor-to-file” patent system, you

cannot rely upon the conception date of your invention-as against any third
parties that may independently conceive a similar invention. Instead, it
essentially comes down to who files their application first.

With that in mind, your patent philosophy should be, “file early and file often.”
In other words, for any new invention (or improvement on an existing invention)
you might conceive, you should strive to file a patent application (provisional or
non-provisional) as soon as possible so as to lock in the earliest filing date
possible as against all third parties. The longer you wait, the greater the
likelihood becomes that a third party might beat you to the Patent Office (or
even simply publicly disclose information that could count as prior art against
your own invention).

RECEIVE AND RESPOND ‘

> TO OFFICE ACTION [
($300 - $3,000)

RECEIVE NOTICE OF
ALLOWANCE

A

($500 + issue fee)

Pay issue fee

IMPORTANT: The above timeline is a simplification of the utility patent process. Your own patent pursuit may differ depending on a number of
factors. Please contact us to discuss your specific case. Additionally, all dollar amounts are approximate and are not guaranteed to be current.
Patent laws change frequently in every country. As such, new fees and policies may be in effect when you are going through this process.
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A 20-year term
(from earliest non-provisional filing date)
4 -6 weeks U.S. PATENT
GRANTED

A

PAY MAINTENANCE FEES
(costs vary)

Due at 4 years, 8 years, and 12
years from date of patent grant
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